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 Examples
— LUuCiD and the Sefton School Readiness Team
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Why should we care about language
and communicative development in
the early years?



Poor communication skills impact on...

 Educational achievement

*Vocabulary at 5 a -

powerful predictor of
GCSE achievement
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| Behaviour/vulnerability |

2/3 of 7-14 year olds with |
serious behaviour
problems have language

| im_pairment

|1; 2 l [ Py

47% of employers say they can’t
get recruits with the
communication skills they need

Silde by Jean Gross:

Mental health

40% of 7 to 14 year olds
referred to child psychiatric
services had alanguage
impairment that had never
been suspected

Criminality

65% of young people in
young offender
institutions have
communication
difficulties

v | low income
24| families lag behind high
income counterparts by
sixteen months in vocabulary
at school entry

http://abetterstart.org.uk/sites/default/files/Jean%20Gross ABS%20L%26D%20event Bradford.pdf




The Achievement Gap

The Achievement Gap Starts Early
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From Hart & Risley, 1995



Can we do anything about the
Achievement Gap?



What influences children’s
language development?
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What are we (researchers) doing to try
to help?



L C' Dﬁ v £9.4 million from the
u | ' ESRC (UK funding body)

The ESRC International Centre for Language
and Communicative Development

International multi-disciplinary collaboration

Global Partnership with
LANCASTER ) \

network of key national
international figures to deliver
partners impact
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Goal of LuCiD

To transform our understanding of how children learn
to communicate, and deliver the crucial information
needed to design effective interventions in child
healthcare, communicative development and early
years education.
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Communications Agenda

The research programmes

Figure 1
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Research & Technology: Discovering how
children learn language

How can we help children learn
language more effectively?

Building technology (e.g. apps)
for monitoring language
development

Research to uncover relations
between language
development, language
environment, and child’s socio-
cognitive & processing skills
from birth to school readiness

. '*"I"\
LuCiDR¥
The ESAC Intermational Cerirn !ﬂl':_'.:.'ﬂl.":,-‘
s Cornrmunicziive Developmend

Who We Are - What We Do - Resources - Qutputs

Home / Mews and Events { Blogs / Todd bots heip solve the language purzle

Toddler robots help solve the
language puzzle

Blogs

Fo=ted by Dr Katie Twomey on 09/06/2016 in



Communication: Working with the
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Advise government and
commissioners on causes
of poor language and the

best research-led
interventions
\_ J
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Disseminate evidence-
based information to
health and education

practitioners
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Communicate research and
evidence-based advice to
families and the wider
public

community

EIF Report: Foundations for Life: What
Works to Support Parent Child
Interaction in the Early Years

Evidence Briefing: How does shared
book-reading help boost child
language development in the early

years?

osted oy Admin on 25/0772016 in News
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Free family fun day at the Manchester
Museum, 7-8 November

dd Comment




Example 1: LuCiD’s work with Sefton
School Readiness Team

LuCiDf Sefton Council
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and Communicative Development

e Sefton’s School Readiness team

— Train early years practitioners in Speech, Language
and Communication (SLC)

— Language Champion model:

e Cost effective ... if it works



The Sefton Training Study

* We tested whether the Language Champion
model works?

1. Does it improve the knowledge of practitioners
about speech, language and communication

2. Does it change the practitioners’ behaviour; do
trained practitioners use more language-boosting
behaviour in the nursery?
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Mean Total score

Training, especially Language Champion training, improved practitioners’
knowledge about speech, language and communication significantly
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Mean Total Language Promoting Score

Language Champion Other
Type of Nursery

Practitioners in Language Champion nurseries used more language-boosting
behaviour, even when they had not undergone any SLC training themselves!



The ESRC International Centre for Language

and Communicative Development
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Example 2: LuCiD’s work with
Stockport Early Years

The amount of ‘complex language’ caregivers and teachers

produce predicts children’s abilities to use complex language
one year later.

But, how much complex language is used in our nurseries?

How does choice of play area influence this? - Ongoing
research...

Input into Stockport Early Years CPD training conferences &
workshops

DISCOVER THE SCIENCE BEHIND
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Freshfield

Nursery School
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Conclusions

e Studies shows the value of combining a multi-disciplinary team with
complementary expertise:

— Local Authority School Readiness team — provide training and support
(includes SLTs)

— Early years settings - prioritise SLC training / set research questions of
interest

— Academics — provide expertise in language development and
evaluation

LuCiDf

The ESRC International Centre for Language
and Communicative Development

Sefton Council ¥




Who We Are - WhatWe Do - Resources - Cutpues Mews and Events - Contact

Welcome to LuCiD

We are a research collaboration working to transform understanding of how
children learn to communicate with language.

For Researchers For Parents For Practitioners For Policy Makers
Find out about our research Find out about haow you can Find out more about how we Find out mare about how we
projects or search our volunteer for & study and-what are working with early years' will work to ensure our
database for our publications is involved in taking part. education and healthcare research findings are
and other outputs. ] - practitoners. translated into policy and
H— v practice.
,;_1

| Sign up for our newsletter at
www.lucid.ac.uk




